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By UMESH AMBEGAOKER

(GOVERNMENT and voluntary
agencies. undertaking rural up-
lift work! That 1s  nothing new.
particulurly in Gujarat, where in-
numerable agencies are engaged in
diversifted activities  for bringing
“o-economic  changes

But es really help
o uchl:vg the goals is & moot ques:

a

Targetwia, e mizit be tru
but Raju  and Dipti  Purohit voics
their strong reservations  to

thods employed to achieve_th

Rather a3 the young social :E\Mu
couple, w ha n working in a
lillgge in the: drouglitz prome

remote
border district
b s counter-productive
ofien d:(:ats the very_ object
Well ﬁul (he n VME, ‘and
she is LL.B.) they gave up

of Banaskantna oﬁm
i

in Radhanpur taluka of
district, where there is no clectricity,
no piped water and no

St
The state trnsport bus visits the vil- g

hm of around 1,000 population twice

‘SLAVISH' OUTLOOK: Raiju,

speaks on be! the ty
the loans and subsidy wiven by
emment agencies  and the voluni
¥ the backward

who

hall of the two, says that
gov-
tary

’nlcy have forgotten  the tencts of
ance and have come to_depend
as a mnllrr of right. What is
requi ralbased  centres for
Teal awakening Of the Deopler:

their point, they
rative jobs, theif
initial affiliation with the  reputed

i Trus and started working
their own in the remoto

And to prove
gave uj i Tuc

ly condition, 1 put before com
1nd .t <lioge woe.

'Il‘( go and draw and carry water.
That be arranged ” quips in
Dij who was hom lnd brought up
in Ahmedabad. e decision
o devore heir Tie for this work was
v Join one. “We get mental and

marital peace in this- village, unpa
Teled and practicatly mnm-uble m
citiex
During  their 10-month stay, they
set up 2 Balwadi (there is only a
primary school) with 3040 kids, a

:]kw Mto_

le"wh

ey lyqn

0 Spu
change

nt (no primary centre)
Higions, v cleanliness training and
productive activities like encouraging
the farmers to go for  vegetable
cultivation, water  management and
also youth activities to channelise the
youth power.

Both Raju and Dipti want
activities to be exiended to 25.30 vil-
lages around Lotia and to adopt and
induct students six  secondary

IN PERSON

school in the neuby areas to conti-
nue_these activities,
FURTHER

But they are not happy
these things. Both “of them
tive in unhin i
tion. One suc experiment
that  they vtmked out  was of the
m-panchayat’s tube.well. 4Only in.
flicntial ‘and. sacnda” clamens were
able to use its water through their

'
with Just
are ‘ac
-

other instance

tice their

principles. an
They provided water for cultivation
of fodder in two acres of land
0 fa ne-this
oroduction they took for maintenan-

¢ and other purposes an
Em\lde one-acre  plots 1o

bourers to carry on their
ments in_fodder development
munity phnunan and protective Iu
rigation.

landless

i

“Tt is a difficult task and we had
daldcd o undemh this for . one

lly on ‘basis
mn l'unr -:’ are mnned that thers
was tremendous  notentiality,
should be exploited.”

HURDLES. TOO: 'But all ‘this
teems 1o casy. It is not so
The couple had fo their bus-

s was wi

man eirl to bring water for home

usa.

aghast and lmM social
and Dipti,

But both Raiw

in the Gandhian ideals
steadfast and even threatened to leave
vllhnur\p:olﬂliﬂyln Havijan-
vas, The vilagers were cowsd down
and_instead brought pressure on the
Harijan gullonn up the job.

bovoots.
remained

was also difficult for Dipti, in
Iur n‘w:r kameez attire. As she d
es, people in this tra-

cmmrvlnve village first

lﬁl she was a widow. They

+ she was Do

coaxing me
oiher omaments that s marmied
gl wears Dipt ads With twinkiing




